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Scarlet  Fever. 


Erysipelas. 


The  District  is  undulating.  The  subsoil  is  various,  clay  and  gravel, 
the  former  predominating.  The  chief  occupation  of  the  people  throughout 
the  district  is  agriculture.  At  Earls  Colne  there  is  a Foundry  employing 
about  300  men,  and  a Silk  Factory  employing  about  100  women  and  girls. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
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Dawes,  Reginald  Herbert,  aged  10  years,  Croft  Cottages,  Earls  Colne. 
Harrington,  Gladys  May,  aged  5 years,  Foundry  Fane,  Earls  Colne. 
Claydon,  Frederick,  aged  5 years,  High  Street,  Earls  Colne. 

Newcombe,  Dorothy,  aged  5 years,  High  Street,  Earls  Colne. 

Turvey,  Mary  Ellen,  aged  10  years,  Ashford  Lodge,  Halstead  Rural. 
Clarke,  Ivy,  aged  10  years,  Greenstead  Hall,  Halstead  Rural. 
Harrington,  Bertie  Ernest,  aged  7 years,  Russell’s  Farm,  Halstead  Rural. 
Hewitt,  Freda  Gertrude,  aged  9 years,  The  Grange,  Halstead  Rural. 
Ardley,  Benjamin  Robert,  aged  7 years,  Harmas  Farm,  Gosfield. 
French,  Reginald,  aged  10  years,  Gosfield. 

Tobias,  Maggie,  aged  8 years,  Gosfield. 

Humphries,  Myra,  aged  10  years,  Beechley’s  Farm,  Gosfield. 

Ardley,  Stacey,  aged  10  years,  Harmas  Farm,  Gosfield. 

Tobias,  Bessie,  aged  10  years,  Gosfield. 

Tobias,  Edwin,  aged  5 years,  Gosfield. 

Harvey,  Eliza,  aged  87  years,  Earls  Colne. 

Arnold,  George,  aged  37  years,  Greenstead  Green. 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Frank,  aged  48  years,  Earls  Colne. 


It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  first  eight  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  as  they  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  District  and  no  direct 
communication  between  the  cases  had  occurred.  In  the  cases  occurring 
at  Gosfield  in  October,  the  origin  was  easy  to  trace.  I received  three 
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The  District  is  fairly  supplied  with  water  generally,  the  majority  of 
houses  having  a supply  on  the  premises,  but  mostly  from  shallow  wells. 
In  localities  where  houses  have  not  good  water  on  the  premises  the  supply 
is  taken  from  public  wells  under  the  control  of  the  sanitary  authority  ; 
one  public  well  has  been  cleaned  out  at  Pebmarsh  and  another  at  Green- 
stead  Green  and  three  private  wells  at  Colne  Engaine,  Greenstead  Green, 
and  Gosfield.  The  lower  part  of  Earls  Colne  and  White  Colne  are  in  need 
of  a better  supply. 

There  are  25  registered  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  all 
of  which  are  periodically  inspected,  and  since  the  adoption  of  bye-laws 
the  majority  have  been  renovated  and  are  now  generally  satisfactory. 
One  new  shed  has  been  constructed  at  Bentalls,  Halstead  (Rural). 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  the  veterinary  inspection  of 
Cows  for  Tuberculosis. 

With  the  exception  of  Earls  Colne,  the  remainder  of  the  District  is  so 
scattered  that  great  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  proper  treatment  of 
Sewage,  and  only  certain  localities  can  be  effectively  dealt  with.  The  privy 
system  is  mostly  in  vogue,  being  substituted  wherever  possible  by  pail  and 
earth  closets.  House  refuse  is  either  buried  in  garden  ground,  burnt  up, 
or  carted  away  periodically  whenever  necessary.  One  sewer  ditch  at 
Queen’s  Road,  Earls  Colne,  and  one  at  Colne  Engaine  have  been  cleaned 
out,  and  several  house  drains  relaid  and  bell  traps  replaced  by  stoneware 
gully  traps.  Great  attention  is  given  to  the  house  surroundings  in  the 
course  of  inspections. 

The  whole  of  the  District  (excepting  a few  houses  at  Colne  Engaine) 
has  been  systematically  inspected  in  conjunction  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  most  of  the  nuisances  have  been  remedied.  A few  arrears  carried 
forward  are  structural  alterations  to  houses,  which  will  be  carried  out  in  due 
course. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  at  Snowden  Fen,  Hal- 
stead (Rural)  and  abated. 

9 Bakehouses  and  7 Slaughter-houses  in  the  District  have  all 
been  inspected  and  found  in  proper  order.  The  Slaughter-houses  are 
visited  quarterly  and  at  other  intervals.  All  the  cattle  slaughtered  are 
reared  in  the  district,  and  inspections  of  carcases  are  made  at  each 
visit.  No  diseased  meat  has  been  discovered  during  the  year. 

These  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

No  labour  is  imported  into  the  District. 

A water  supply,  a drainage  system,  and  systematic  scavenging  for  Earls 
Colne. 


Zym  otic  Case  Rate 
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notifications  on  October  17th.  I interviewed  the  School  Mistress  and 
ascertained  that  Myra  Humphries,  Beechley’s  Farm,  had  been  absent  from 
October  7th  I visited  the  house  and  examined  the  girl  and  discovered 
that  she  was  peeling  profusely.  I wrote  to  the  medical  attendant  of  the 
family  and  asked  him  to  visit  the  case  and  notify  the  cause  of  illness, 
and  on  19th  October  I duly  received  the  notification  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

A brother  from  the  same  house  had  been  attending  School  all  the 
time  of  his  sister’s  illness.  In  the  same  house  was  a boy  aged  nearly  4 
years,  who  had  recently  had  Scarlet  Fever  and  left  the  Infectious  Hospital 
in  London  on  21st  September,  and  a few  days  afterwards  came  down  to  the 
country  to  recruit.  The  School  was  closed  on  the  date  of  the  three  noti- 
fications and  only  three  more  cases  occurred,  in  houses  previously  affected.. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  father  of  Myra  Humphries  for  failing  to 
notify  his  daughter’s  illness,  but  he  pleaded  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  and  the  Magistrates  refused  to  convict  because  the  bov  visitor  (the 
source  of  the  infection)  had  been  discharged  as  cured  from  a I .ondon  Isola- 
tion Hospital. 

Infectious  cases,  where  isolation  cannot  be  carried  out  at  home,  are 
removed  to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  Castle  Hedingham,  or  to  the 
Halstead  Urban  Isolation  Hospital  by  arrangement.  'J  he  houses  and 
fabrics  are  subsequently  fumigated  and  disinfected. 

The  Zymotic  Case  rate  was  3.76  per  thousand  of  population  estimated 
to  middle  of  1910. 

All  suspicious  cases  of  illness  are  reported  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers 
of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  children  from  infected  houses  and  areas 
are  excluded  trom  school  for  a period. 

One  house  re-built  at  Greenstead  Green,  water  supply  from  a well 
opposite  at  “ The  Hare  and  Hounds”  Inn.  A new  house  built  at  Penny- 
Pot,  Halstead  (Rural),  by  Mr.  W.  J,  Courtauld  and  water  obtained  from  a 
new  well  about  50  feet  deep  properly  protected  and  water  raised  by  double 
acting  pump  driven  by  an  oil  engine  to  a service  tank  in  the  roof.  One 
new  house  at  Lawshalls  H j 11,  Colne  Engaine,  and  water  supply  from  a new 
well. 

THE  HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT,  1890. 

During  the  year  41  cottages  have  been  put  into  habitable  repair.  Many 
of  the  older  dwellings  are  built  of  wood,  lath  and  plaster,  resting  on 
brick  footings.  A common  defect  found  is  that  the  footings  get  the 
mortar  joint  partly  washed  out.  This  is  often  caused  by  the  absence  of 
or  defects  in  spouting,  and  where  the  floors  are  of  brick  laid  directly  on 
the  ground  the  cottages  are  rendered  damp  in  winter.  Although  most  of 
the  houses  in  the  District  are  occupied,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
pressing  need  for  new  houses,  but  if  a few  were  built  some  of  the  older 
ones  would  soon  pass  into  disuse. 
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During  the  year  85  births  were  registered,  of  which  36  were  males, 
and  49  females.  No  births  were  illegitimate.  bhe  birth-rate  was  17.78 
per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  The  number  of 
births  in  1909  was  78  and  in  1908  106.  The  births  were  distributed  in 
the  various  parishes  as  follows  : Halstead  (Rural)  15;  Earls  Col ue  35; 

White  Colne  7 ; Colne  Engaine  9 ; Pebmarsh  4 ; Little  Maplestead  6 ; and 
Gosfield  9 

During  the  year  36  deaths  were  registered  (excluding  8 in  the  Union 
Workhouse  (Urban),  and  one  in  the  Colchester  lospital,  belonging  to  the 
District),  20  being  males  and  16  females.  The  corrected  death  rate  was 
9.41  per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to  middle  of  1910.  The  number 
of  deaths  registered  in  1909  was  39,  and  in  1908  57.  The  deaths  were 
distributed  in  the  various  parishes  as  follows  : — Halstead  (Rural)  4,  plus  4 in 
Workhouse  ; Earls  Colne  10,  plus  2 in  Workhouse  and  one  in  Colchester 
Hospital  ; White  Colne  3 ; Colne  Engaine  4,  plus  2 in  Workhouse  ; Pebmarsh 
7 ; Little  Maplestead  3 ; and  Gosfield  5. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  was  nil,  no  death  having  occurred  from  anv  <>f 
the  seven  zymotic  diseases. 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  was  11,  and  is  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  to  births  registered,  and  is  expressed  as  so  many 
per  thousand  births  This  year  it  included  one  death  at  3 months  oid  from 
bronchitis  and  convulsions.  This  death  rate  is  unusually  satisfactory  and 
is  the  lowest  on  record,  and  may  be  accounted  for  bv  the  fact  that  no  ille- 
gitimate births  were  registered  and  the  children  receive  more  maternal 
care. 

This  death  rate  was  high,  but  it  iucluded  three  imported  cases — two 
from  London  and  one  from  the  Urban  District  of  Halstead.  All  these 
deaths  are  notified  to  me  by  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  and  the  houses 
afterwards  disinfected. 

This  death  rate  was  high. 

This  needs  no  comment  from  me,  29  out  of  45  having  attained  the  age 
of  65  and  upwards.  One  death  was  accidental  caused  by  a gun  shot 
wound  (accidentally  discharged).  The  natural  increase  of  population 
was  40. 

Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1910  and  previous 
years. 

Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  localities  in  1910  and  previous 
years. 

Contains  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  duriug  1910. 

Contains  causes  of  and  ages  at  death  during  1910. 

Contains  Infantile  Mortality  during  1910. 
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